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I. Mission Statement 

Language is central to learning, identity, and intercultural understanding. At Campus Fagen, 

our mission is to promote multilingualism, support mother tongue development, and equip 

students with the language skills necessary to become globally minded communicators. 

Language is also seen as a vehicle of cultural identity and social cohesion, which is why we 

foster diverse linguistic experiences within our curriculum. 

This policy ensures that: 

All teachers are teachers of language and literacy across disciplines. 

• Students’ language profiles are documented and reviewed annually. 

• Mother tongue support is facilitated where possible, including Italian, German, and 

other languages. 

• Language acquisition is fostered through interdisciplinary units, media center 

support, and differentiated instruction. 

• The policy is reviewed annually in consultation with language teachers, coordinators, 

and students. 

 

In line with the IB learner profile, we encourage students to be communicators, reflective, 

and open-minded through authentic engagement in multiple languages and by 

acknowledging the role of language in shaping thought, identity, and worldviews. We draw 

on the IB’s view of language as both a means of communication and a manifestation of 

identity, culture, and thinking, as emphasized in MYP: From principles into practice. 

 

II. Philosophy – All Teachers Are Language (Literacy) 

Teachers 
I. General Information 

Language development is a shared responsibility. Linguistic competence enables access to 

knowledge, active participation in society, and personal expression. In our multilingual 

context, English is the primary language of instruction in both the Middle Years Programme 

(MYP) and the Diploma Programme (DP). At the same time, German and Italian are equally 

valued as regional languages that serve as cultural anchors and essential tools for civic 

participation, identity, and academic success. 

 

All three languages are regarded as fundamental components of every student's education. 

Our language programme is designed as a continuum from the MYP into the DP, ensuring 

that students progressively develop the linguistic and academic competencies required for 

success in higher education and international contexts. 

Students who have attended school in South Tyrol for three years or more are normally 

placed in Language and Literature in German and Italian during the MYP. Students who have 

attended school in South Tyrol for less than three years, and therefore enter the programme 



with limited proficiency in one of the regional languages, may initially be placed in Language 

Acquisition. Students who have completed at least three years of schooling in German or 

Italian abroad at an equivalent proficiency level may also be placed directly into Language 

and Literature in the MYP. 

 

Students enrolled in Language Acquisition are expected to make continuous progress 

toward academic proficiency. Placement from Language Acquisition to Language and 

Literature is reviewed regularly by the language teachers and IB Coordinators and may be 

adjusted based on demonstrated achievement and professional judgment. Individual 

Learning lessons provide additional support where necessary. 

 

Students who complete the MYP at Campus Fagen and have attended school in South Tyrol 

for more than three years are expected to continue with Language A in the Diploma 

Programme. This reflects the school's commitment to multilingualism and ensures that 

students develop the advanced literacy skills expected within both the IB and the South 

Tyrolean educational system. 

 

In exceptional cases, students who began the MYP in Language Acquisition and have not yet 

reached the proficiency required for Language and Literature may continue one regional 

language as Language B in the Diploma Programme. Only Higher Level will be available. 

Students entering the Diploma Programme directly from schools abroad are likewise 

considered exceptional cases. 

 

Although students complete only two languages as IB Diploma examination subjects, all 

students continue studying English, German, and Italian during DP Year 1. The language that 

is not selected as an IB examination subject is studied as an additional school subject at 

Standard Level. Successful completion of all three language courses in DP Year 1 is a 

prerequisite for promotion to DP Year 2. 

 

During DP Year 2, students continue studying the language that is not selected as an IB 

examination subject in a reduced format. Instruction focuses primarily on preparing students 

for internationally recognized language certificates, such as Cambridge English 

Qualifications, Goethe-Zertifikat, or PLIDA, while maintaining language proficiency and 

intercultural competence. 

 

Students who intend to obtain both the IB Diploma and the Italian Esame di Stato (Maturità) 

may be required to complete additional Language and Literature requirements in German 

and Italian in accordance with national and provincial regulations. As these regulations 

continue to evolve, individualized guidance is provided by the DP Coordinator and School 

Leadership. 

 

Students are explicitly taught the language conventions and command terms required for IB 

assessments, enabling them to communicate effectively within the expectations of each 



discipline. Language development is embedded across all DP subjects and supported 

through the Extended Essay, Theory of Knowledge, CAS reflections, Internal Assessments, 

and interdisciplinary learning experiences. All teachers contribute to the development of 

students' academic language regardless of subject area. 

 

Translation software and AI-assisted language tools may be used to support language 

learning and comprehension where appropriate. Their use must always comply with the 

school's Academic Integrity Policy and may never replace students' independent language 

production or original academic work. 

 

Students' language profiles are documented upon entry and reviewed annually. Mother 

tongue(s), language proficiency, language pathway decisions, and support measures are 

recorded to ensure that every student follows an appropriate and coherent language 

pathway throughout the MYP and DP. 

 

All subjects explicitly embed ATL communication skills. Interdisciplinary learning, scaffolded 

language instruction, translanguaging where appropriate, and subject-specific literacy ensure 

that conceptual understanding and language development progress hand in hand. Students' 

home languages are recognized as valuable resources for cognition, identity, intercultural 

understanding, and transfer of learning. 

 

III. Language Learning Across the Curriculum 

A. Language and Literature (L&L) / Language A  

• English (L&L): Focus on academic writing, critical reading, listening and speaking 

skills, oral presentation, media literacy, and the development of critical thinking 

through the analysis and production of a variety of complex text types. 

• German & Italian (L&L): For native/advanced speakers (CEFR B2 recommended). 

Focus cf. English (L&L). 

• German/Italian/English SL and HL for the Diploma Programme. 

 

B. Language Acquisition (LA) / Language B 

• German/Italian (LA): Beginner to proficient levels for international learners in the 

MYP. 

• German/Italian Language B HL for the Diploma Programme. 

 

C. Language Across Subjects 

 

All teachers model and scaffold academic language. Functional language (e.g., describing, 

comparing, analyzing) is explicitly taught. Subject-specific language is introduced 

progressively and is important to assessment. Differentiated strategies ensure accessibility 



for learners at all levels. Explicit links are made between disciplines to support cross-subject 

literacy development and reinforce language structures across contexts. 

 

D. Interdisciplinary Integration 

Interdisciplinary units intentionally combine content and language goals. Students engage in 

tasks requiring transfer of language skills across subjects. ATL skills like synthesizing 

information, structuring arguments, and presenting ideas support both conceptual and 

linguistic development. In our context, the national subject Gesellschaftliche Bildung (Social 

Education) is integrated into these IDUs to promote civic understanding, critical discussion, 

and communication skills in authentic, real-world contexts. 

 

E. Artistic Subjects and Language Exposure 

To promote greater passive language input in German, parts of the Design curriculum and 

parts of the visual arts lessons (which consists of visual and performative arts) can be taught 

partly in German. This supports receptive skills in a relaxed, authentic setting, particularly for 

second-language learners. 

F. Recognition of Multilingualism 

The study of English, German, and Italian reflects Campus Fagen's commitment to 

multilingual education and prepares students for participation in local, national, and 

international communities. The language programme aims to develop multilingual 

communicators who can confidently study, work, and engage across different linguistic and 

cultural contexts. 

 

IV. Middle Years Programme 

A. Language and Literature Courses 

• German (L1) 

• Italian (L1) 

• English (L&L – international program focus) 

B. Language Acquisition Courses 

• German L2 

• Italian L2 

C. Additional Language Programs 

• Individual Learning 

• CLIL (content-language integration) 

• Lingua Snacks (peer-led multilingual stations) 

• Language Certificates (PLIDA, ESOL) 

• Competitions (Olympiads, debates) 

• Support for Migrants (targeted LA aligned with Inclusion Policy) 



• Talentetage (language-focused enrichment) 

 

V. Diploma Programme 

A. Language Pathways 

The Diploma Programme builds upon the multilingual foundation established during the 

MYP. Students normally continue their language pathway into the DP while selecting two 

languages as IB Diploma examination subjects. Language placement reflects students' 

linguistic development, educational background, university aspirations, and national 

graduation requirements. 

Students who have completed the MYP at Campus Fagen and have attended school in South 

Tyrol for more than three years are expected to study Language A in the regional languages. 

Students entering the Diploma Programme directly from abroad or those who have followed 

Language Acquisition throughout the MYP may, in exceptional cases, continue one regional 

language as Language B HL following an individual review by the DP Coordinator, School 

Leadership, and the relevant language teachers. 

B. DP Year 1 Language Requirements 

During DP Year 1, all students continue studying English, German, and Italian regardless of 

their selected IB Diploma examination subjects. The language that is not selected as an IB 

examination subject is studied as an additional school subject at Standard Level. 

Maintaining instruction in all three languages reflects Campus Fagen's commitment to 

multilingualism while preserving students' opportunities for university admission, 

international mobility, and possible national graduation pathways. Successful completion of 

all three language courses during DP Year 1 is a prerequisite for promotion to DP Year 2. 

C. DP Year 2 Language Certificate Programs 

During DP Year 2, instruction in the language that is not selected as an IB examination 

subject continues in a reduced format. The focus shifts toward preparing students for 

internationally recognized language certificates, such as Cambridge English Qualifications, 

Goethe-Zertifikat, or PLIDA. This approach enables students to maintain and further develop 

their language proficiency while earning internationally recognized qualifications that 

support future academic and professional opportunities. 

D. University and National Graduation Pathways 

Language pathway decisions are made with consideration for students' intended university 

studies and national graduation requirements. Students who intend to obtain both the IB 

Diploma and the Italian Esame di Stato (Maturità) may be required to fulfil additional 

Language and Literature requirements in German and Italian in accordance with provincial 

and national regulations. Individual counselling is provided throughout the Diploma 

Programme to support students in selecting the pathway that best aligns with their academic 

goals while ensuring compliance with IB and national requirements. 



E. Academic Language Development in the DP 

The Diploma Programme places particular emphasis on the development of advanced 

academic language. Students strengthen their disciplinary literacy through extended 

academic writing, critical reading, oral communication, independent research, and 

argumentation across all subject groups. Academic language is explicitly developed through 

Internal Assessments, the Extended Essay, Theory of Knowledge, CAS reflections, and 

subject-specific assessments. 

All teachers contribute to students' academic language development by modelling 

disciplinary conventions, teaching subject-specific terminology, scaffolding complex texts, 

and providing formative feedback. Students are expected to use language accurately, 

ethically, and purposefully in accordance with the school's Academic Integrity Policy. 

F. Language of Assessment 

Assessment is normally conducted in the language of instruction of each course. Students 

are expected to demonstrate subject knowledge using appropriate academic language and 

discipline-specific terminology. Language support may be provided during learning, but 

assessment practices follow IB assessment regulations and the school's Assessment Policy. 

G. Mother Tongue in the DP 

Students whose home language is not offered by the school are encouraged to maintain and 

develop their mother tongue through independent reading, family and community support, 

digital resources, and, where feasible, external tuition. The school supports these efforts 

whenever possible and recognizes multilingualism as an important component of students' 

identity. 

 

VI. Support for Students 

A. Mother Tongue Development 

• Multilingual books and projects 

• Opportunities for written/spoken expression in mother tongues 

• Occasional teacher feedback in home languages 

• Peer mentoring and culture-themed school events 

• Mother tongue is encouraged to support identity and cognitive engagement. 

• Bilingual glossaries, dual-language texts. 

• Option to draft in home language, then confer to produce target-language outputs. 

• Community language mentors and parent volunteers for literacy projects (project in 

preparation) 

• Credit-bearing projects that include home-language sources and interviews. 

 

B. Language Support for Students New to Language of Instruction 

• Initial placement using CEFR-aligned screening within 2 weeks of entry. 

• Individual Language Plan with 6–8 week targets, reviewed each term. 



• Sheltered content classes, visuals, sentence frames, guided writing. 

• Co-teaching or push-in LA support in core subjects. 

• Parent engagement: welcome meeting with interpreter if needed; termly progress 

notes; family workshops on homework routines and local services. 

 

C. Regional Language Learning 

The development of German and Italian is a central component of the programme, enabling 

students to participate fully in school life and the wider community of South Tyrol. Through 

systematic language progression, students acquire the linguistic skills needed to 

communicate confidently within the school system, interact with local institutions, and 

engage in civic, cultural, and everyday contexts across the region. Learning is embedded in 

authentic experiences, including Gesellschaftliche Bildung projects, service learning, 

collaboration with community partners, and visits to public institutions. Students are also 

prepared for internationally and nationally recognized language qualifications, including 

PLIDA (Italian), ESOL (English), and the relevant German language certifications. 

 

VII. Library and Media Center 
• Multilingual books, magazines, and digital platforms 

• Access to e-books, language software, and research tools 

• PC rooms support project-based and language-focused learning 

• Media programming aligns with evolving student language needs 

• Teachers promote reading for pleasure in multiple languages as part of literacy 

development. 

• Access to academic journals, databases, and university-style research resources to 

support Extended Essays and DP coursework. 

 

VIII. Implementation 

A. Teachers 

• Access to language profiles and placement records 

• Interdisciplinary collaboration on scaffolding 

• Inclusion of language objectives in unit planning 

• Participation in ongoing PD on multilingual teaching and IB philosophy  

B. Parents 

• Informed of course placement, transitions and performance levels 

• Support with language resources and guidance through info events 

• Multilingual interpreters available at request 

• Parents inclusion in home language projects 

C. Students 

• Aware of their language progress and goals 



• Encouraged to reflect and self-assess 

• Translanguaging (guided) 

• Engaged in feedback cycles and guided peer support 

• Students are involved in setting language goals 

 

 

 

IX. Policy Development, Sharing, Monitoring, Review 
Developed by: IB MYP Coordinators, IB DP Coordinators, Language and Literature Leads 

(DE/IT/EN), Language Acquisition Leads (DE/IT), Inclusion Coordinator, Library-Media Lead, 

School Leadership. 

Shared with: all staff, student council, parents’ council; published on website and staff 

handbook. 

Monitoring: termly implementation checks by Language Leads and Inclusion Coordinator; 

findings logged in the digital register and discussed in pedagogical conference. 

Review cycle: annual June review by the above participants; urgent updates as needed. 

 

X. Legal Sources – National System 
• Landesgesetz Nr.11 vom 24.9.2010 (Neuordnung der Oberstufe) 

• Beschluss der Landesregierung Nr. 1056 vom 15. Juli 2013 (RS des Schulamtsleiters Nr. 

31/2013, Inklusion) 

• Gesetz Nr. 107/2015 vom 13.07.2015 (buona scuola) 

• Charta der Schülerinnen und Schüler der Autonomen Provinz Bozen – Südtirol, 

21.05.2024 

• Beschluss der Landesregierung Nr. 1176 vom 29. Dezember 2023 (Rahmenrichtlinien 

Internationaler Klassenzug) 

• Beschluss der Landesregierung Nr. 796 vom 24. September 2024 (Regelung zum 

internationalen Klassenzug) 

 

XI. Sources – IBO 
• MYP: From principles into practice (latest) 

• Programme standards and practices (2020) 

• IB Learner profile (2022) 

• Language and learning in IB programmes (2022) 

• Learning diversity and inclusion in IB programmes (2019) 

• Academic integrity (2022) 

• Rules for IB World Schools: MYP (latest) 

• Assessment principles and practices – Quality assessments in a digital age (2020) 

• Diploma Programme: From Principles into Practice  

• Diploma Programme Assessment: Principles and Practice  

• General Regulations: Diploma Programme 


